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ERE is nothing new under the sun. 
It is the same old world, yet ever 


_ changing; the same old Gospel, yet ever 


new; and the same old messenger to go 
unto the ends of the earth and proclaim 
the glad tidings of salvation. True, the 
Orient is not the same as when Dr. Gring 
went to Japan, or Dr. Hoy went to China, 
or Dr. Staudt went to Mesopotamia. 
Great changes are going on among those 
teeming masses. These changes are the 
signs of life, of hope, and of progress. 
They are the sure proofs that our God is 
marching on. The new ideals and the new 
aspirations that are welling up in the 
hearts of the people are giving them a 
greater consciousness of their capacities 
and of their strength. The turmoil and 
stress, the torture and suffering, all are 
the birth pangs of the translation of souls 
into the glorious liberty of the children 
of light. 


A New World 


These foreign nations are awakening 
from the sleep of the centuries and they 
are asking for a hearing at the bar of the 
Christian World’s Conscience. The 
princes of India are knocking at the doors 
of Great Britain, demanding the right of 
sovereignty for their country. China, 
the sleeping Giant, is aroused as never 
before, and seeking freedom from the 
yoke of foreign oppression. The anti- 
Japanese agitation on the Pacific Coast 
and the recent exclusion act are an open 
sore in our own relations with Japan and 
they represent a “maximum of irritation 
with a minimum of effectiveness.” Race 


- distinction, exploitation of the natives in 


Africa, is on a par with the worst forms 
of slavery in the history of mankind. 
There is a new India, a new China, a 
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new Japan, a new Africa, yea a new world 
and to its understanding we need the help 
of the Lord who said in the long ago 
‘Behold, I will make all things new.” 
The work of world-wide Missions is so 
big and so varied that it naturally baffles 
the human mind. There is nothing more 
challenging to faith than the progress of 
the Gospel in the life of humanity. It is 
not something that we can weigh in scales 
or measure with the yard stick. Dr. 
Cleland B. McAfee says: “A journey 
around the world leaves me uncertain 
whether achievements or needs are more 
impressive and challenging in the foreign 
missionary enterprise. It is much farther 
along than some people imagine; it is 
more beset with the needs and problems. 
than other people suppose. Some trav- 
elers are amazed, others are disappointed, 
with what they find on the Mission field.” 


Our Christian Duty 


We must never lose sight of the fact 
that our duty as Christians is to be bearers 
of the good news of salvation. And this 
news is for all the people. Some nations 
have heard the Gospel for a longer time 
than others, and they will naturally show 
greater signs of progress in grace and 
truth. But there is no place where the 
work is complete. And it would surely 
be a grievous mistake for any church to 
adopt a policy that will not extend its 
cords in the world until the work is done 
at home. “Begin at Jerusalem but keep 
on going until you get unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth.” That was the direc- 
tion Jesus gave His first followers, and 
the program remains the same for all 
Christians at all times. 

There is a demand in our day for a 
clear and certain pronouncement on this 
point. At no other time have there been 
so many discordant voices in the Church 
in regard to the need for the work of 
Foreign Missions. The air seems to be 
rife with doubts and fears regarding the 
very obligation for spreading our holy 
religion. These strike at the root of a 
vital interest in Missions on the part of 
many Christians. Time was when the 
friends of Missions had to contend with 
the globe-trotters who came home telling 
us they saw no good in the work of the 
missionaries. In fact, they said they were 
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must not depress our spirits. Rather it is 
a sign of progress. Missionaries and 
Chinese Christians have come to appre- 
ciate one another. They do now under- 
stand each other. The people want to 
know Jesus Christ, whom to know is life 
eternal. They want to know how to live, 
no less than what to believe. It is life, 
the abundant life they crave. They want 
the whole Gospel, and nothing but the 
Gospel. They do not care for our rituals 
and for our dogmas, which have been the 
means of driving Christians into separate 
camps. 

Are we willing as a Church to face the 
logic of events in all our Mission Fields? 
We must grant our brethren in other 
lands the privilege to discover the truths 
of the Gospel for themselves. They have 
a right to “see and taste” how good the 
Lord is, and to experience the joys of 
their own salvation. The religion of Jesus 
is spirit and life, and it is only by living 
His life that men come to know Him. He 
that doeth the will shall know of the 
doctrine. The personality of Jesus Christ, 
then, is the Christian message, the power 
of God unto salvation. I quote now about 
the Lord Jesus Christ what I believe with 
all my mind, heart and soul: “He is the 
revelation of what God is and of what 
man may through Him become. In Him 
we come face to face with the ultimate 
reality of the universe; He makes known 
to us God as our Father, perfect and infi- 
nite in love and in righteousness; for in 
Him we find God incarnate, the final yet 
ever-unfolding revelation of the God in 
whom we live and move and have our 
being.” 


Christian Education in China 


In China, as well as in America, there 
are many earnest souls who are trying to 
get into the clear, with regard to the 
problem of Christian education. Let us 
get rid of the idea, once and for all, that 
the Mission Schools have had their day 
in China. True, there are certain localities 
where the buildings were closed and the 
teachers idle. Our schools in a certain 
sense were among them. However, this 
applies to only a fraction of the educa- 
tional work, and there is no good reason 
to despair. Efforts are now being made 
to reopen our schools at Yochow City and 
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Shenchowfu. A great change has come 
over the minds of the Chinese leaders as 
well as their American associates. We 
are all coming to see, more and more, that 
the future advance of China along all lines 
as well as in all other lands, requires | 
cooperation, not separation. In union} 
there is still strength. The hand 

say to the foot, I have no need of thee, 
and vice versa. Both are necessary to 
secure the best service for the progress 
of the whole world. 

A sense of justice prompts the liberal 
Chinese Christians to give due credit to 
the work of the missionary in the past. 
“Christianity through its missionaries, has 
introduced into China Western sciences, 
such as astronomy, geography, mathe-\ 
matics, chemistry, physics, etc., subjective 
and objective, and has given rise to the 
impetus of young China’s desire to reform 
her educational system and to pursue 
Western sciences.” ““The idea of a democ- 
racy, that is, a government of the people, 
for the people, and especially by the 
people, has also been introduced by mis- 
sionaries into the thought-life of the pres- 
ent generation, and this became the germ 
for the Revolution of 1911, and the estab- 
lishment of the present Republic. It has 
been truly said, that ‘the chief contribu- 
tion of Christianity to Chinese life is the 
Christian religion.” “Christian educa- 
tion will not die out in China.” 

One of the great Chinese leaders has 
recently stated: “Christian education is 
also destined to have a big place in the 
life of China. I have always felt that it 
was senseless for Chinese educators to 
raise a hue and cry against Mission 
Schools when illiteracy is so great in this 
country and when nearly all the govern- 
ment revenue goes towards fighting and 
China is not in a position to provide 
school facilities for her children. Until 
China is able to educate the millions of 
her young people, it is the part of wisdom 
to welcome everybody who wants to help 
fight illiteracy; especially missionaries 
who bring with them funds from foreign 
lands. The task of educating the children 
of school age in China is so huge that I 
believe Chinese educators will welcome 
Christian educational efforts. It is cer- 
tain, however, that Mission Schools and 
Colleges will need to fall in line with 
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government regulations and be registered. 
Registration will not deprive Mission 
Educational institutions of the freedom 
to teach religion, which will be a subject 
optional in the place of ethics. Christian 
Schools have made a direct contribution 
in maintaining discipline and in turning 
out men and women of character. They 
should keep up this practice.” 


Anyone who will weigh these and simi- 
lar utterances in the scales of a fair mind 
and a sympathetic heart, cannot fail to 
see that an earnest attempt is being made 
to give the Christian religion its rightful 
place in the training of the young. The 
missionaries are facing this problem in 
our own Mission by calmly sitting down 
with these men of God, in thinking 
through a most trying problem. If it is 
true, as has been repeatedly stated, that 
the work of the missionary has been one 
of the direct causes in creating the new 
conditions in China, then there is every 
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reason to believe that the missionary, in | 
time, will be a necessary means to bring © 


about the very ends for which the Chinese | 


are now struggling. ve 


Bright Prospects 


Personally, I have great confidence in 
the ability of our missionaries and the 
members of our Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions to solve the difficult problems that 
are facing the work in China. In a letter 
received some days ago, our missionary, 
Rev. George R. Snyder, writes: “I 
rejoice with you and with all the others 
of our many co-workers in China and in 
the homeland concerning the prospects of 
our work in China nowadays. True it is 
that we have much for which we can be 
thankful. I never did think that the field 
in this country was going to be shut to 
Christian Missions. I am confident that 
the days of greatest missionary activity 
are still ahead of us. We of the West are 


liable to become impatient with a little 
extra waiting when we want to see things 
| get into going strides quickly. As we are 
| finding out the new opportunities for 
| work and are becoming adjusted to new 
| conditions it is much better for us to move 
| cautiously and slowly. I just pray that 
| we may each one be ready to meet the 


| opportunities as they do come to us, and 
that we may each one be ready to respect 
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Partnership in the Work 


The natural fruitage of our missionary 
labors has been a growing sense of obliga- 
tion on the part of many Christians in 
India, China and Japan. There is a 
strong and reasonable demand now for a 
partnership in carrying on the work in 
the future. This is more pronounced in 
some nations than in others. We have 
been praying and working for the time 
when these Christians who are the joy of 
our hearts would assume greater respon- 
sibility, not only in the control and man- 
agement of the work, but also in its sup- 
port. Some faint hearts at home and 
abroad dread this inevitable transition. 
But it is in the right direction. 


Japan Leads the Way 


Japan was the first to develop in this 
direction, It is nothing short of marvel- 
ous. There are many evidences of the 
strength and virility of the Church of 
Christ in Japan. Many schools and 
churches stand as proofs of the ability and 
willingness of Japanese Christians to sup- 
port the missionary enterprise. The new 
ideals and the new aspirations in the new 
Japan will carry her onward and forward 
and will express themselves in every activ- 
ity of Japanese life, transcending every 
material development. With the passing 
of leadership to native Christians, there is 
dawning in their minds the discovery of 
the “Christ of the Japanese Road.’’ Chris- 
tianity in Japan is a force today, small in 
number of communicants, but wielding a 
mighty influence throughout the land. 

In no land has Christianity made 
greater progress than in India. Hindu 
leadership is being greatly influenced by 
the spirit of Christ and Christian ideals 
are reaching out far wider than the limits 
of the Christian Church. There we find 
it is ““The Christ of the Indian Road.” 

The recent revolution in China has 
given the Chinese nation a new place in 
the world, and the Chinese Church a new 
significance in the mind of Western Chris- 
tians. A wide door to an era of new 
relationships stands open to the Church 
in the West. The hour has struck when 
both the Chinese Christians and the 
American Christians must rethink old 
issues in the light of a new future. This 
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more of a hindrance than a help. This 
false report has been met by the visits of 
leading Christians, who have gone to see 
for themselves, and who have brought 
back most encouraging reports of all they 
have seen and heard of the work of God. 


But a more vicious foe now appears in 
our midst, and that is the man or woman 
who says that the Church has no right to 
invade the non-Christian world, for the 
reason that the people there have their 
own religions and that Christianity has as 
much to learn as it has to teach, and that 
we are only upheaving and embroiling the 
whole world, as in China, with the leaven 
of the Gospel. The fruits of Christian 
faith are a sufficient answer to these skep- 
tical teachings. 


The Desire of All Nations 


To his credit be it said, that the mis- 
sionary has not tried to ‘““Westernize” the 
East, but has sought to appreciate and 
evaluate the finest things of the East. 
Christianity is not a Western religion. 
Christ belongs to the people of Africa and 
Asia as well as to the people of America. 
The “sent of God,” be he preacher and 
teacher, physician and nurse, lives and 
labors among the Oriental people not with 
any spirit of pride regarding national heri- 
tage or traditional religion, as though 
Christ was an American possession, but 
in the spirit of Christ he goes to minister 
to their temporal and spiritual needs. 
Jesus is the desire of all nations, and may 
it please our Father in heaven that all 
nations may desire Him. 

That Christ is the only one to satisfy 
the needs of the human heart in every 
land, is evident from the appeals that 
come forth from all over the world, 
“Come over, and help us” resounds 
throughout every Christian nation. “I 
advocate a four-fold increase of mission- 
ary forces in Japan,” says one of the 
ablest and most representative of its 
Christian leaders. From our own Chinese 
Christians comes the call, “Return the 
missionaries. We need them. We can- 
not carry on the work without their help.” 
Truly the whole world needs Christ. It is 
our duty and privilege to share Christ, 
the only Light and Hope of the world, 


with all mankind. 


~ the c imions of ‘those v...0 sem 
posiiun to form opinions coueterni 
work and the possibilities for 
work,” 


work of Foreign Missions? Literally we 
pray, and give, and work, by faith and 
not by sight. Our missionaries live and 
labor in lands across the seas among peo- 
ple who, though sons of the same Father 
in heaven, are yet so different from us in 
modes of thinking and ways of living. 
This requires on their part, a faith that is 
virile, courageous and constant. One of 
the severest strains on faith is the time 
when adversity besets the work, opposi- 
tion threatens the workers and fear alarms 
the supporters. 

One cannot help, during these times of 
testing, to recall the scene in the life of 
Peter when he was in danger of losing his 
spiritual birthright. What the Lord said 
then, to the Apostle, He says now, to © 
every member of our Church. A sifting 
process was going on at that very moment — 
in the Christian experience of Peter. 
Satan desired to have Peter, “that he §& 
might sift him as wheat.’ Christ prayed 
for Peter, “that thy faith fail not.” And 
is this not an ever-present need with all 
of us, “that our faith fail not’? 

As firm believers in the Christ who has - 
“all power in heaven and on earth,” 
should we not look beyond the restless 
waves of fury as they lash against the 
missionaries and their work, and know | 
that the wrath of man will in the end — 
praise the God of Missions? This aroused | 
feeling against the foreigners, including © 
even the missionaries of the Cross, which — 
happily has now spent itself, will in due 
time prove a great blessing to the spread | 
of the Gospel in all the world. Thus will 
the missionary movement to China lose 
itself in the forward movement of the 
Church of Christ i China. 

“The day must dawn, and darksome ~ 
night be past.” 
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